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From The Editor

     Dr. Supalo has asked me to handle the Independence Science newsletter, so here is my first issue. When information is available, we will carry announcements, articles about blind STEM professionals, and technical tips.
     If you are reading this newsletter, you likely have an interest in science, technology, Engineering and Math (STEM), and how a person who is blind or visually impaired goes about pursuing a STEM career. I hope this newsletter proves to be a useful and informative resource. 

ISLAND Conference

     At Independence Science HQ, we are getting excited about the upcoming ISLAND Conference. This year for the first time, we are holding the ISLAND conference in beautiful Portland, Oregon. We have a great lineup of speakers and plan to see some of you there. For more information, please go to:
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=zlmm7vfab&oeidk=a07ebi4qm2671ea2e78 
Announcements

     The following announcements are STEM related. Independence Science reprints this information as we receive it. We make no warranty as to the accuracy of these items although we will endeavor to only print legitimate items. We reserve the right to edit for space and clarity.
DIAGRAM Center Surveying trends on how electronic documents are accessed

     The following is excerpted from an announcement from the DIAGRAM Center.

     The DIAGRAM Center http://www.diagramcenter.org/ is conducting a brief, anonymous survey to track trends in how people with print disabilities obtain and access reading materials electronically. It is designed to take no more than 15 minutes and is intended for people with print disabilities. The answers we receive will help us focus our research and development efforts on the most widely used reading tools and digital reading materials. Even if you aren't able to take the survey, you can help us by sending it to your contacts. The more responses we get, the more impact we can have! The survey is located at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Z3N7NBJ 

Thank you for your help and participation!

Sincerely,

Amaya Webster

Project Coordinator |Benetech Labs

(t) 650.352.0337

NASA Internships

     NASA has internships available for pre-college, college and graduate students. Those interested should inquire as soon as possible.

NASA Internshits site:

http://intern.nasa.gov
NASA Survey: Creation of 3d models for B/VI students

     Excerpted from an announcement:

     Our colleagues at NASA are researching a project around the creation of 3 dimensional files for the use with students who are blind or visually impaired. They are looking for feedback from professionals, professionals in the STEM area, and consumers who are blind or visually impaired. There are two different surveys for the audiences, a professional survey and consumer survey. Please find the links below and 

distribute as you feel appropriate. Thank you for the help!

Consumer survey:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NASA-Models-Consumers 

Professional survey: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NASA-Models-Profs 

National Federation of the Blind Scholarships

     The National Federation of the Blind (NFB) is accepting applications for merit-based academic scholarships for 2016. The deadline for applying is March 31, 2016. For more information, see https://nfb.org/scholarships. We suggest that those interested in applying get their applications submitted as soon as possible.

Miscellaneous Articles
     The DO-IT organization has an article on their site about various types of internships that are available and information where to apply.

http://www.washington.edu/doit/what-resources-can-help-students-disabilities-locate-internships-and-other-work-based-experiences 

People in the Field

     The following is information for an article about a blind chemist, Stephanie DeLuca.

Evidence of Things Not Seen

Stephanie DeLuca
October 15, 2015 The Capital Chemist published by the Chemical Society of Washington

http://www.capitalchemist.org/2015/10/evidence-of-things-not-seen/

New Mexico School for the Blind and Visually Impaired Teacher goes on SOFIA mission

     Read this article from the Perkins eLearning blog about how Jeff Killebrew went on a SOFIA mission.

http://www.perkinselearning.org/accessible-science/science-action-mr-killebrew-sofia-mission 

Technical Tips

1. If you are having trouble with Logger Pro not recognizing probes that are connected to a Labquest, disconnect the probes and plug them in again.

2. When installing a ViewPlus embosser, you do not need to use the Windows Add printer function to add the printer. The installation software does it for you.
     Please send comments and suggestions to me at: rjaquiss@IndependenceScience.com.


