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From The Editor

     March is here. Spring will be here and with it the CSUN conference.
     March 2nd is National Read Across America Day (Dr. Seuss Day) 2016. Take time to read a book.

     Important: Please see the Tech Tips section about iPhone usage in low temperatures and surge suppressor failure.
     Students should be sure to check out the scholarship opportunities and other announcements listed below. If you want to apply for scholarships, time is running out fast! 
Legislation

     President Obama has sent the Marrakesh Treaty to the Senate for ratification. Please contact your U.S. senators and ask them to ratify the Marrakesh treaty. 

Announcements

     The following announcements are STEM and education related. Independence Science reprints this information as we receive it. We make no warranty as to the accuracy of these items although we will endeavor to only print legitimate items. We reserve the right to edit for space and clarity. We will also repeat some announcements such as scholarships etc. until the opportunities expire.
Infrared Talking Thermometer

     Brooks Technology has produced the IRT1, an infrared talking thermometer. The IRT1 has a range of -90F to 700F. Independence Science has not tested this unit. For more information, See the site: http://www.brooks-technology.com/  [image: image1.png]



Scholarships for working with students who are blind

Scholarships are now available!

Professional Development and Research Institute on Blindness

Louisiana Tech University

     Louisiana Tech is excited to announce that along with its O&M program, it has expanded its training and is launching a brand new concentration in Rehabilitation Teaching for the Blind. Scholarships are now available for qualified individuals seeking one of the following degree paths:

· Master of Arts in Industrial/Organizational Psychology with Concentration in Orientation and Mobility. 

· Master of Arts in Counseling and Guidance with Concentration in Rehabilitation Teaching for the Blind.

· Orientation and Mobility Graduate Certification.

     For program details, visit: www.pdrib.com. Send an email for more information to: dreed@latech.edu Or call Edward Bell to discuss your application: 318-257-4554.

National Federation of the Blind Scholarships

     The National Federation of the Blind (NFB) is accepting applications for merit-based academic scholarships for 2016. The deadline for applying is March 31, 2016. For more information, see https://nfb.org/scholarships. We suggest that those interested in applying get their applications submitted as soon as possible.

NFB-BELL Program

     For younger students who need more exposure to braille and other blindness skills, check out the NFB-BELL program. BELL stands for Braille Enrichment Literacy and Learning. See the site: https://nfb.org/bell-academy.

NFB EQ

     Are you a high school student interested in engineering. Check out the NFB EQ (National Federation of the Blind Engineering Quotient) program. For more information, see the link: https://nfb.org/nfb-eq-form. The deadline for applications is April 25. Sessions will be held June 19-25 and July 31-August 6.
Research Study; Purdue's Institute for Accessible Science

     We are a research team from Purdue's Institute for Accessible Science. One of our projects focuses on helping people who are blind or visually impaired to perceive graphic information in real time without using an embosser. As part of our project we are looking to understand the needs and difficulties faced by blind or visually impaired people during their education; as well as that of their educators. We are conducting a series of interviews right now and it would be greatly appreciated if you could share your insights with us. The interview will take around half an hour. Please contact Ting Zhang (zhan1013@purdue.edu) or call 765-409-2066 if you are interested. Thanks for your help.

Miscellaneous Articles
     I thought the following articles interesting.

National Federation of the Blind and Amazon.com Collaborate

     Today, the National Federation of the Blind announced that it is collaborating with Amazon.com to improve accessibility. You can read the press release here: https://nfb.org/national-federation-blind-and-amazon-join-forces-improve-accessible-reading-experiences-blind-and.

Open Ebooks

      Quoting from the press release: "Open eBooks is a partnership between Digital Public Library of America, The New York Public Library, and First Book, with content support from digital books distributor Baker & Taylor. This effort is made possible by generous commitments of publishers with funding support provided in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services and the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, and is part of the White House ConnectED Initiative." The project is intended to make many books available for children at low cost. The Independence Science staff has not tried the application, but we understand that it is usable by the blind. For more information, see the site: http://openebooks.net/.

Lewis Diagrams

     Lewis diagrams are used to describe the bonds between atoms within a molecule. The following suggestions summarize some recent email discussion and may help those students who need to create Lewis diagrams as part of their school work:
· A molecular model kit can be used. A Google search for the terms molecular model kit will yield a variety of kits. Some kits can be purchased from Amazon.com and sometimes Ebay.com. Independence Science recommends the Molymod kits. A variety of student and Molymod teacher kits can be ordered from Amazon.com. The Molymod site is: http://www.molymod.com/.
· Found objects such as paper wads and sticky notes.

· The well known craft stores, Hobby Lobby and Michaels carry Styrofoam balls, pipe cleaners, sticks and many other neat items.

· Don't forget toy stores and construction toys. If you use magnets, a steel baking sheet works well for holding your creation in place.

· MolInsight is a site containing software for working with molecular structures. See: http://www.molinsight.net for more details.
Technical Tips

     The following technical tips are offered in hopes they may be of use. Due to the many possible variations in PCs and equipment, Independence Science cannot be responsible for any undesirable outcomes.
     Need to get help using the Logger Pro JAWS scripts? When in Logger Pro, press the JAWS-key + f1 twice quickly. This will bring up the help document for the Logger Pro scripts.

     If you need or want to change the settings on the LabQuest; After the LabQuest has started, you should be in a menu for taking measurements, using the Periodic table and the Control panel. Press the down arrow until you reach the Control panel. Then press the right arrow once to open another menu. You will hear, "calculator". Press the down arrow until you reach Preferences. The Preferences menu allows the user to change a variety of settings. To change the gender of the voice, set the value to 0 for female and 1 for male.
     Keep your iPhone above freezing. Due to the use of Lithium Ion batteries in iPhones, if an iPhone is exposed to temperatures below 32 degrees (f) or 0 degrees C, it can lose battery charge and shut down. Users of iPhones are advised to not expose them to cold temperatures.

     Surge suppressors are a necessary component when using electronic equipment that is connected to AC power. Unfortunately, surge suppressors contain internal components called MOVs that fail after repeated surges. When a MOV fails, the surge suppressor will continue to work leaving your equipment unprotected. Some surge suppressors have lights that indicate a failure condition. More expensive units contain audible alarms that sound when the MOV has failed. Users should periodically check the lights on their surge suppressors. 

     Please send comments and suggestions to me at: rjaquiss@IndependenceScience.com.


