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From The Editor

     July is here, the consumer conventions are over. The quadrennial meeting of the World Blind Union will be in August. Please see the announcement about the PARC and Smarter Balance survey and the NFB BELL program. 
Independence Science recognizes the 2016 NFB Scholarship class

     Independence Science recognizes the 2016 NFB scholarship class for outstanding academic excellence and commitment to their studies. It is with this recognision that Independence Science provides finnantial support for each winner to purchice a new Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2 scientific data logger to assist with their studies. Congratulations to the 2016 NFB scholarship class for academic excellence.

Independence Science Announces Upcoming Release
Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2

     Independence Science customers know that our partner Vernier Software & Technology have been selling a product known as a LabQuest2 for the last several years. We even have had calls in the office asking, "How I can obtain a talking one?" Unfortunately up until now, no text-to-speech software was available for this new innovative device. 

     Now that is all about to change, because this summer, Independence Science will start taking pre-orders for the Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2. Orders will ship in August 2016. We demonstrated this new powerful device at the National Federation of the Blind and American Council of the Blind conventions. We hope you were able to come to one of these events and see the Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2.

     The new product will be sold as a kit. Each package will include the Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2, a USB keyboard, and three sensors, stainless steel temperature, differential voltage, and current. Additional sensors will be available from Independence Science on a case by case basis determined on individual customer needs.

     What are some of the new features of Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2?

The Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2 offers Internet connectivity, a much larger hard drive, faster processor, On-demand published Vernier Lab manuals in electronic format, easier access to personalized settings for text-to-speech playback, statistical analysis data, date and time features, and much more. The scientific calculator is easier to use. An overall better experience for our customers is waiting in Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2.

     For a limited time after official product release, we will be offering an upgrade option for our current customers of Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest to upgrade to the new technology. More details regarding the upgrade program will be in the next Independence Science newsletter.

ISLAND 2016 Newsletter announcement

     The 2016 Independence Science, Learning a New Direction, Conference on Disability is just around the corner. The ISLAND conference will be held on Friday, September 16, 2016 at the Kurz Purdue Technology Center located at 1281 Win Henschel Blvd in West Lafayette, Indiana 47906. The conference will begin at 8:00 AM with continental breakfast and conclude by or before 5:00 PM. Presentations are estimated to be 30 minutes in length with time for discussion following each presentation. Early bird registration concludes September 1, 2016 and will be available through the Independence Science website soon. A block of rooms has been reserved at the 4-Points by Sheraton located at: 1600 Cumberland Ave, West Lafayette, Indiana 47906: phone- 765-463-5511. When booking your room reservation, please ask for the ISLAND2016 rate. Ground transportation from the Indianapolis, Indiana airport is being provided by Lafayette Limo. For reservations, please call 765-497-3828 or book on-line at www.lafayettelimo.com. Round trip reservations currently cost $50 per person. The Lafayette Limo departs from the Ground Transportation center zone 5 every 2 hours starting at 6:30 AM until 10:30 PM daily. Please check in with the Lafayette Limo booth located in the Ground Transportation area to let them know you are waiting for the next shuttle. The Lafayette Limo will drop you off at the 4-Points by Sheraton. The 4-Points offers a curtesy shuttle to Purdue University buildings. Request the evening before that you would like to go to the Kurz Purdue Technology Center or (KPTC) for the ISLAND conference. We are looking forward to seeing you at the 2016 ISLAND conference. Please do not hesitate to contact Cary Supalo for any questions.

Legislation

     President Obama has sent the Marrakesh Treaty to the Senate for ratification. Please contact your U.S. senators and ask them to ratify the Marrakesh treaty. 

Announcements

     The following announcements are STEM and education related. Independence Science reprints this information as we receive it. We make no warranty as to the accuracy of these items although we will endeavor to only print legitimate items. We reserve the right to edit for space and clarity. We will also repeat some announcements such as scholarships etc. until the opportunities expire.
PARCC and Smarter Balanced Survey

     As students participate in PARCC and Smarter Balanced assessments this spring, we ask that parents, 

Students and teachers take time to complete the NFB's Common Core assessment online 

survey<http://nfb.org/CommonCoreAssessmentSurvey>. In particular, we want to know when and 

where accessibility and accommodation failures happen so that we can help ensure any problems are 

fixed. Please take time to complete this important survey, or alternatively contact Valerie Yingling, 

paralegal, at vyingling@nfb.org<mailto:vyingling@nfb.org> or (410) 659-9314, extension 2440.

Scholarships for working with students who are blind

Scholarships are now available!

Professional Development and Research Institute on Blindness

Louisiana Tech University

     Louisiana Tech is excited to announce that along with its O&M program, it has expanded its training and is launching a brand new concentration in Rehabilitation Teaching for the Blind. Scholarships are now available for qualified individuals seeking one of the following degree paths:

· Master of Arts in Industrial/Organizational Psychology with Concentration in Orientation and Mobility. 

· Master of Arts in Counseling and Guidance with Concentration in Rehabilitation Teaching for the Blind.

· Orientation and Mobility Graduate Certification.

     For program details, visit: www.pdrib.com. Send an email for more information to: dreed@latech.edu Or call Edward Bell to discuss your application: 318-257-4554.

NFB BELL ProgramApplication Is Now Live!
     The announcement for the NFB BELL program follows:

Greetings,

     We are pleased to announce that the 2016 NFB BELL Academy student applications are now live! Here is the link to the English application: https://nfb.org/bell-summer-program-form.
The link to the Spanish application is on the English application page, and can be accessed directly at: https://nfb.org/node/2672?lang=es.
This is the link to the English permission and release forms: https://nfb.org/bell-permission-and-release-forms 
The link to the Spanish permission and release forms is on the English permission and release forms page, and can be accessed directly at: https://nfb.org/node/2686. 

     Please note that the application process for NFB BELL Academy contains several steps:

1. Fill out the NFB BELL Academy application at: https://nfb.org/bell-summer-program-form.

2. After you submit the application, you will receive a confirmation email. That confirmation email will direct you to fill out the permission and release forms at: https://nfb.org/bell-permission-and-release-forms.

3. After you complete the permission and release forms, you will receive another confirmation email. This second confirmation mail will contain your answers to the permission and release forms.

4. Print out this second confirmation email, and sign and date it at the bottom of the last page.
5. Send the signed confirmation email to your NFB BELL Academy state coordinator, listed on the email.

     Please feel free to share this information with any family or friends of potential NFB BELL Academy students. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns at 410-659-9314, extension 2225 or via email at cwalker@nfb.org.
Art Beyond Sight Announces Art and Disability Institute

     The following is excerpted from the original announcement. Art Beyond Sight, in partnership with the Dedalus Foundation, and with the generous support of the Rubin Foundation, is pleased and proud to announce a new initiative, the Art and Disability Institute (ADI).

     ADI is a seminar-based critical study and professional development program serving emerging professional visual artists with disabilities and artists whose work engages with disability issues. It will begin its pilot year in October, 2016. The ADI Leadership Team is currently seeking artists to participate in the program's pilot year, and we would like to request your help.

Participating artists will:

· Attend 15 seminars (including 3 public lectures).

· Plan, curate, and install a year-end exhibition of participant work.

· Engage with peers and leaders in the contemporary art world. 

· Contribute to development and shaping of ADI program.

· Serve as mentors for future ADI participants.

     More information is available by contacting ABS Administrator Kashfia Huda at administrator@artbeyondsight.org  or (212) 334-8720.

Technical Tips

     The following technical tips are offered in hopes they may be of use. Due to the many possible variations in PCs and equipment, Independence Science cannot be responsible for any undesirable outcomes.
     Summer is a good time to perform maintenance on equipment. Backup files, vacuum out dust, check cables etc. 

     Connecting old equipment; Modern PCs often do not have serial or parallel connections. 
     Please send comments and suggestions to me at: rjaquiss@IndependenceScience.com.


