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From The Editor

     November is here. The staff at Independence Science wish you a joyful and blessed holiday season. Please see the announcements about the new Talking LabQuest 2, ETS studies, and the PARC and Smarter Balance survey. 
Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest 2 now available:

     Why you would want to own a Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2:

Use a faster more robust interface for scientific data collection. The use of the external keyboard makes scientific data collection much more intuitive. There is less to remember and the user experience is much faster than ever before. In addition to this new faster experience, the Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2 offers a larger hard-drive, a bigger storage space on-board the device, and a faster processer. There is faster keyboard access to speech rate and volume. Also, on-screen reverse polarity is now available for low vision users. Besides a faster talking periodic table experience, this new device provides access to all of the Vernier Software & Technology published lab curricula under the new Lab Instructions page. This new plethora of accessible resource serves as a valuable reference for both students and teachers. In addition, a useful resources folder has also been added under the Lab Instructions section of the new Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2. In here you will find information about solubility rules, strong and weak acids and basis, and more will be added soon. All of this and more is available now in the new Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2.

     Independence Science is allowing current customers of Talking LabQuest to upgrade to this newest model. For more information about trade in options, please contact Independence Science at: 866-862-9665 for more information.

Legislation

     President Obama has sent the Marrakesh Treaty to the Senate for ratification. Please contact your U.S. senators and ask them to ratify the Marrakesh treaty.  You can find your state's U.S. senators using the link: http://www.senate.gov/index.htm
MathSpeak

     In August 1995 Dr. Abraham Nemeth gave a presentation on what he called Mathspeak. His presentation may be read at:

File: MathSpeak Abraham Nemeth August 1995 rev1b.txt

Announcements

     The following announcements are STEM and education related. Independence Science reprints this information as we receive it. We make no warranty as to the accuracy of these items although we will endeavor to only print legitimate items. We reserve the right to edit for space and clarity. We will also repeat some announcements such as scholarships etc. until the opportunities expire.

New Apple Site

Quoting from the Top Tech Tidbits:

Apple's new Accessibility website was introduced on October 25th during the live Apple Event. Hadley's iFocus instructional videos are now listed as an external resource under Vision. Scroll until you find the section on external links.

http://www.apple.com/accessibility/iphone/vision/
Also, visit Hadley's YouTube Channel to find the all new "Arranging Apps" iFocus Instructional Video:
https://youtu.be/n0pJSGL22CQ
ETS Conducting usability Studies

     The Educational Testing Service (ETS) is conducting various usability studies.

File: ets.txt

New Accessible Chemistry simulations available

     Some new accessible chemistry simulations are available. These are still under development and feedback is appreciated. See the link:  https://phet.colorado.edu/en/accessibility/prototypes 

NASA Internship Program

     NASA is seeking persons with disabilities for their Internship Program. 

File: nasa_internships.txt

PARCC and Smarter Balanced Survey

     The NFB continuing to survey who are taking the Smarter Balance and PARC tests.

File: parc.txt

Scholarships for working with students who are blind

     Scholarships available for working with students who are blind.

File: pdrib.txt

Technical Tips

     The following technical tips are offered in hopes they may be of use. Due to the many possible variations in PCs and equipment, Independence Science cannot be responsible for any undesirable outcomes.

     Keep track of your software. This might seem obvious, but it is a good idea to label in braille the packaging your software comes in. Take care to keep the manuals, CDs etc. together and don't forget those license keys. I like to use a piece of heavy Brailon for writing information that I want to be sure will stay around. 

     Please send comments and suggestions to me at: rjaquiss@IndependenceScience.com.


