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From The Editor

     September is here! Thank you to those who attended and presented at the 8th annual ISLAND conference. It was a great conference and much information was exchanged. Please see the announcements about the new Talking LabQuest 2, JAWS scripts for JAWS 2018 and the ETS Science teacher survey.
Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest 2 now available:

     Why you would want to own a Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2:

Use a faster more robust interface for scientific data collection. The use of the external keyboard makes scientific data collection much more intuitive meaning there is less to remember and the user experience is much faster than ever before. In addition to this new faster experience, the Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2 offers a larger hard-drive, a bigger storage space on-board the device, and a faster processer. Simplified keyboard access to speech rate and volume control leads to a smoother user experience. Also, on-screen reverse polarity is now available for low vision users. In addition to an 

Enhanced talking periodic table experience, this new device provides access to all of the Vernier Software & Technology published lab curricula under the new Lab Instructions page. This new plethora of accessible resources serves as a valuable reference for both students and teachers. As an added bonus, a useful resource folder has also been added under the Lab Instructions section of the new Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2. In here you will find information about solubility rules, strong and weak acids and basis, and more will be added soon! All of this and more is available now in the new Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2.   

Logger Pro Scripts for JAWS 2018

     Any user upgrading their JAWS to JAWS 2018 will need replacements scripts. Please contact Independence Science for assistance.

Warning! Upgrading a TLQ

     Warning! Independence Science strongly advises all iS current and future customers to not upgrade the operating system on their Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest 2 device without being notified by Independence Science. There are other versions of operating systems that are not compatible with the text-to-speech features of Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest. Therefore, we strongly advise all ISci customers to not upgrade the OS on your device without prior notification. Failure to do so will likely disable the text-to-speech on your device.

Announcements

     The following announcements are STEM and education related. Independence Science reprints this information as we receive it. We make no warranty as to the accuracy of these items although we will endeavor to only print legitimate items. We reserve the right to edit for space and clarity. We will also repeat some announcements such as scholarships etc. until the opportunities expire.

ISLAND 2018 Conference

     The 2018 ISLAND conference will be held at Princeton University September 

14-15, 2018. More details regarding ISLAND 2018 will be forthcoming in the Spring of 2018. Please check back on the ISLAND conference website in the spring for more information regarding abstract submissions, conference registration etc.

Braille Chemistry Code

     If you need to know how to braille chemistry notation, see the site: http://www.brl.org/chemistry/.  Note that other braille reference materials are available on the BANA site: http://www.brailleauthority.org.
How to print braille on 3d Objects

     The DIAGRAM Center has a document explaining how to add braille when creating 3d objects. The link: http://diagramcenter.org/3d-printing.html#braille will open a page where the document may be downloaded.

     DIAGRAM stands for "Digital Image And Graphic Resources for Accessible Materials". The DIAGRAM Center is a Benetech initiative supported by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs. For more information, see the link: http://diagramcenter.org/.

ETS Science teacher survey

     Educational Testing Service, ETS is seeking science teachers who are using the Next Generation Science Standards, NGSS, or similar standards to complete an online survey to share your experiences on teaching and assessing your students with visual impairments.  We would like to learn the strategies you have found to be helpful and the challenges you face while teaching students with visual impairments.

From these results, we will identify the best practices and areas to further investigate and develop possible solutions. If you qualify to participate and complete the survey you may choose to enter a drawing for a gift card.  Please visit the following website to learn 

more:  www.ets.org/research/steam_survey.

     Please send comments and suggestions to me at: rjaquiss@IndependenceScience.com.


