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From The Editor

     December is here! Please see the announcements about our sale, the new Talking LabQuest 2, JAWS scripts for JAWS 2018, Scholarships, NASA internships and the ETS Science teacher survey.
The SeeingAI App

SeeingAI is a free artificial intelligence app by the Microsoft corporation that just updated to offer some amazing new features. The app contains a “Short Text” channel that doesn’t require a picture. This is great for printed signs and menus. There is a “Document” app that functions much like KNFB Reader to take pictures of a longer document with some processing time. A “product” channel that will beep more frequently when getting closer to a bar code, then automatically takes a picture. This will automatically announce the product, then if the “more information” tab is 

selected nutritional and cooking instructions are read. A “person” channel that attempts to identify a person’s approximate age and gender as well as gives the option to input information to identify a specific person like Orcam (at its current state Independence Science does not suggest that these two features should be relied upon). A new “currency” reader, a “scene” channel that when a picture is taken will give an approximate guess on surroundings such as “man on a bed using a laptop” which is still in beta form and should only be used to learn more about a scene or picture not solid identification. It has a “color” channel that based on the 

lighting will help you identify colors of objects such as clothing. Remember in certain lighting conditions may change a readout such as white may read as yellow in bright light or gray in dark so we suggest using a known control such as your cane to identify for sure for your conditions. The most revolutionary thing on there is a “handwriting” channel that is currently in beta and appears to recognize about 50% of print (not cursive) handwriting in its current form but as far as we know this is the first app that does this. Lastly there is a musical “light” sensor with higher 

pitches for brighter lights. This app is entirely self voiced so having VoiceOver on is not 

required. This revolutionary app is currently only available on Apple products.
Sale on Columbia Embossers

At ViewPlus, we believe in supporting the user not just by creating top of the line products, but by providing a free year warranty with each embosser sold.

But this year, to celebrate the release of the Columbia, and to make information even MORE accessible, we are offering a massive sale on our VP Columbia embosser until the end of the year.

Featuring

• Braille up to 100 characters per second 

• High-resolution graphics (up to 100 DPI) with variable dot heights for color representation 

• Includes TSS6 for braille translation and tactile graphics in Windows, also compatible with Duxbury or TactileView (available separately) 

• USB and Ethernet connections 

• New TigerPlus technology with round braille dot to Library of Congress standard, approved by leading braille experts 

• New design assures constant high speed and is quiet – sounds like popcorn 

• Double Sided Braille Printing (Interpoint) 

• Industry Leading Tactile Graphics 

• Tractor-fed paper (up to 12” wide or A3, also supports narrower paper) 

• Audio menus 

• Compact size (22x11x6) and 20 lbs 

• Worry-Free Maintenance 

• 1 Year Standard Warranty with extended warranties available (2 Year in Europe)

All of these amazing features, now for not $3,495, but ONLY $1,495 if ordered before the end of 2017.

And to make this deal even more amazing, were throwing in an ADDITIONAL year warranty, that’s two years of warranty coverage! For free!

So don’t wait, contact us now and get your VP Columbia today!

Give us a call at 1-866-836-2184

Or email us at Sales@Viewplus.com

Logger Pro Scripts for JAWS 2018

     Any user upgrading their JAWS to JAWS 2018 will need replacements scripts. Please contact Independence Science for assistance.

Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest 2 now available:

     Why you would want to own a Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2:

Use a faster more robust interface for scientific data collection. The use of the external keyboard makes scientific data collection much more intuitive meaning there is less to remember and the user experience is much faster than ever before. In addition to this new faster experience, the Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2 offers a larger hard-drive, a bigger storage space on-board the device, and a faster processer. Simplified keyboard access to speech rate and volume control leads to a smoother user experience. Also, on-screen reverse polarity is now available for low vision users. In addition to an 

Enhanced talking periodic table experience, this new device provides access to all of the Vernier Software & Technology published lab curricula under the new Lab Instructions page. This new plethora of accessible resources serves as a valuable reference for both students and teachers. As an added bonus, a useful resource folder has also been added under the Lab Instructions section of the new Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2. In here you will find information about solubility rules, strong and weak acids and basis, and more will be added soon! All of this and more is available now in the new Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2.   

Warning! Upgrading a TLQ

     Warning! Independence Science strongly advises all iS current and future customers to not upgrade the operating system on their Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest 2 device without being notified by Independence Science. There are other versions of operating systems that are not compatible with the text-to-speech features of Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest. Therefore, we strongly advise all ISci customers to not upgrade the OS on your device without prior notification. Failure to do so will likely disable the text-to-speech on your device.

Announcements

     The following announcements are STEM and education related. Independence Science reprints this information as we receive it. We make no warranty as to the accuracy of these items although we will endeavor to only print legitimate items. We reserve the right to edit for space and clarity. We will also repeat some announcements such as scholarships etc. until the opportunities expire.

Warning about upgrading FireFox

     If you are a screen reader user and also a user of the Mozilla Firefox web browser, please pay close attention to the following information. Do not update to the soon to be released Firefox 57. This upgrade represents such a significant technical and performance change that it’s going to be known as Firefox Quantum. The changes in Firefox Quantum are designed to improve the speed and security of the browser. 

This, unfortunately, also impacts on the user experience for screen reader users, most screen access software is completely incompatible with Firefox Quantum and those that still function will exhibit a serious deterioration in performance. At this stage, the National Federation of the Blind access technology team, VFO and NV Access are all recommending that users switch to using Firefox’s Extended Support Release (ESR) version in order to have the latest browser security features and to avoid 57 until it is suitable for use with screen readers.

You can download Firefox ESR here.

https://www.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/organizations/all/ 

Comments from Freedom Scientific:

http://blog.freedomscientific.com/2017/10/25/important-information-for-users-of-mozilla-firefox/ 
Comments from NVAccess:

https://www.nvaccess.org/post/in-process-halloween-2017-edition/ 

Holman Prize

     The San Francisco Lighthouse will be offering the Holman prize in 2018. The grand prize is $25,000. For more information, see the link: http://lighthouse-sf.org/2017/11/08/start-dreaming-holman-prize-applications-open-in-january/?mc_cid=b6e62ed5c3&mc_eid=3ffc0fc5ee  .

American Council of the Blind 2018 Scholarship Program

     The American Council of the Blind has a great opportunity for students who are legally blind to earn a scholarship, whether you are going to a technical college, an entering freshman, undergraduate or a graduate student. The 2018 scholarship application is now open! To learn more, visit: http://acb.org/scholarship 

National Federation of the Blind 2018 Scholarship Program

     The National Federation of the Blind will start accepting applications for its 2018 scholarship program. See the site: https://nfb.org/scholarships.

NASA Internships for 2018

     The summer 2018 NASA internship application period opens on Wednesday, 10/18/2017 and closes on Thursday, 03/01/2018.  Submit Internship Applications at https://intern.nasa.gov/. If you would like to subscribe to an announcement-only list about NASA internships for persons with disabilities, please send an E-mail to nasainterns-request@freelists.org  with 'subscribe' in the Subject field, OR by visiting the list page at http://www.freelists.org/list/nasainterns.

ISLAND 2018 Conference

     The 2018 ISLAND conference will be held at Princeton University September 

14-15, 2018. More details regarding ISLAND 2018 will be forthcoming in the spring of 2018. Please check back on the ISLAND conference website in the spring for more information regarding abstract submissions, conference registration etc.

Braille Chemistry Code

     If you need to know how to braille chemistry notation, see the site: http://www.brl.org/chemistry/.  Note that other braille reference materials are available on the BANA site: http://www.brailleauthority.org.
How to print braille on 3d Objects

     The DIAGRAM Center has a document explaining how to add braille when creating 3d objects. The link: http://diagramcenter.org/3d-printing.html#braille will open a page where the document may be downloaded.

     DIAGRAM stands for "Digital Image And Graphic Resources for Accessible Materials". The DIAGRAM Center is a Benetech initiative supported by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs. For more information, see the link: http://diagramcenter.org/.

ETS Science teacher survey

     Educational Testing Service, ETS is seeking science teachers who are using the Next Generation Science Standards, NGSS, or similar standards to complete an online survey to share your experiences on teaching and assessing your students with visual impairments.  We would like to learn the strategies you have found to be helpful and the challenges you face while teaching students with visual impairments.

From these results, we will identify the best practices and areas to further investigate and develop possible solutions. If you qualify to participate and complete the survey you may choose to enter a drawing for a gift card.  Please visit the following website to learn 

more:  www.ets.org/research/steam_survey.

Technical Tips

     The following technical tips are offered in hopes they may be of use. Due to the many possible variations in PCs and equipment, Independence Science cannot be responsible for any undesirable outcomes. 
1. Now that colder weather is upon us, readers are advised to keep their iPhones warm. iPhones can shut down if they get below freezing.

2. For many of us, a classic Perkins brailler is still an essential tool. If you need to get yours repaired, here is a link to a list of brailler repair services: https://nfb.org/braillewriter-repair-resource-list.

     Please send comments and suggestions to me at: rjaquiss@IndependenceScience.com.


