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Robert Jaquiss, Editor
From The Editor
     Happy fall! Please see the announcements:

· Independence Science has a new redesigned web page, please check it out.
ISLAND 2018 Conference Recap
     The 2018 ISLAND conference was a great success. This year, the conference was hosted by Princeton University. The conference was held in Bowen hall Starting Friday September 14 and ending Saturday September 15. Our keynote speaker was Michael Hingson who gave the keynote address Friday evening. Michael told of his life and career and how he managed to adapt to many changes. A newspaper story about Michael's visit is at:
http://www.centraljersey.com/news/the_princeton_packet/stories/survivor-of-sept-terrorist-attack-describes-ordeal-for-princeton-audience/article_f48e62b0-099e-5f9c-99c3-aac36afad982.htm
All the rest of the presentations were on Saturday and are briefly summarized below:
· We were welcomed by Dr. Daniel Steinberg of Princeton University and Dr. Cary Supalo of Educational Testing Service.
· WCAG 2.1 Meets STEM: Application, Interpretation, and Challenges for Further Standard Development. Dr. Jason White. Educational Testing Service. Dr. White talked about the newly updated WCAG standards. There were also comments about the presentation of math and the use of scalable vector graphics (SVG).
· Teaching Basic Cryptography Concepts Using Braille and Large Print Manipulatives. Jason Martin.  Alabama Department of Rehabilitation Services. Various manipulatives which were labeled in braille were shown and passed around. The intent is to expose students to some basic cryptographic concepts.
· Using Remote Assistance to Provide Access to STEM Laboratory Classes. Michael Hingson. Michael demonstrated the Aira and talked about how it could be used in a laboratory.
· The SALS App: Making Chemistry Accessible With iOS Devices. Dr. Roseanne Hoffmann. American Printing House for the Blind. The Submersible Audible Light Sensor (SALS) connects to iDevices using BlueTooth. The probe part is 10 inches long and is used to detect color changes in liquid. The iDevice provides the audio feedback.
· Changing STEM with the Graphiti: A Tactile Graphic Display. Ken Perry. American Printing House for the Blind. The Graphiti was demonstrated. The Graphiti is an array of 60X40 pins and accepts HDMI input. When a colored image is used, the heighth of the pins will vary depending on the color. APH is seeking funds to help complete the development of the Graphiti.
· Making 3D printed and 3D laser-cut audio-enriched tactile STEM templates. Dr. Michael Kolitsky. University of Texas at El Paso. The creation of tactile overlays for the iPad was discussed. Electric Paint can be used to create buttons on the oberlays so the iPad screen can be activated.
· A Post-Secondary Degree Program that Maximizes Deaf/Hard-of-Hearing Student Success. Dr. Todd Pagano. Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT)/ National Technical Institute for the Deaf (NTID). NTID has comprehensive services for students who are deaf allowing them to complete the courses of study at RIT.
· Teaching Introductory Chemistry Laboratory Courses to Blind Students at Truman State University. Dr. H. David Wohlers, Caitlyn M. McGuire, and Jessica L. Michael. Truman State University. The presentation described the adaptations used to teach two students who are blind chemistry.
· Fun Science Activities for Children. Dr. Lillian A. Rankel & Marilyn Winograd. Teachers of the Blind. The presentation described how blind preschoolers were taught basic science concepts.
· AstroAccess: Creative Approaches to Disability Inclusion in STEM. Anna Volker. Ohio State University. The presentation focused on an effort to collect information on projects that teach astronomy to students with disabilities.
· A Review of Tactile Graphics Repositories. Robert Jaquiss. American Thermoform Corporation. The presentation consisted of two parts. The first part showed some examples of state-of-the-art RP technologies. The second part described various depositories of files that can be downloaded and printed on 3d printers. The list of depositories will be made available on our web site.
· Edible Astronomy Demonstration and Laboratory Activities. Dr. Donald Lubowich. Hofstra University. The presentation described how different foods can be used to teach astronomy. 
Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest 2 now available:
     Why you would want to own a Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2:
Use a faster more robust interface for scientific data collection. The use of the external keyboard makes scientific data collection much more intuitive meaning there is less to remember and the user experience is much faster than ever before. In addition to this new faster experience, the Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2 offers a larger hard-drive, a bigger storage space on-board the device, and a faster processer. Simplified keyboard access to speech rate and volume control leads to a smoother user experience. Also, on-screen reverse polarity is now available for low vision users. In addition to an 
Enhanced talking periodic table experience, this new device provides access to all of the Vernier Software & Technology published lab curricula under the new Lab Instructions page. This new plethora of accessible resources serves as a valuable reference for both students and teachers. As an added bonus, a useful resource folder has also been added under the Lab Instructions section of the new Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2. In here you will find information about solubility rules, strong and weak acids and basis, and more will be added soon! All of this and more is available now in the new Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest2. 
For more information, please email Robert Jaquiss at rjaquiss@IndependenceScience.com. You may also call: (866) 862-9665, Ext.4.

Independence Science On the Road
Independence Science staff will be visiting various conferences and conventions during the next two months. Below is a list of where one or more of us will be. Please come by and visit.
October 19; American Council of the Blind of Oregon
American Counsel of the Blind of Oregon, Portland, Oregon.
Where: University Place Hotel and Conference Center
Address: 310 SW Lincoln Street,  Portland, Oregon 97201
When: October 19
October 26; NFB of California
NFB of California state convention, When: Friday, October 26, 2018. 10:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 
Where: Los Angeles International Airport Marriot 
address: 5855 West Century Blvd, Los Angeles, California.
October 27; CUNY Reaching Students with Disabilities Conference
Independence Science will be presenting at CUNY Reaching Students with Disabilities Conference.
Where: CUNY Graduate Science Center Room 4102 
365 5th Ave New York, NY 10016
When: October 27th, 2018 9:30am-3:30pm EST
Who: targets high school and college science teachers, disability advocates, and graduate teaching assistants
This event is free and open to the public but please register at 
Https://tinyurl.com/y9xqkmjb
While we always encourage in person participation to aid in the meeting of future collaborators and other advocates this will also be Facebook live-streamed to assist those with disabilities that prevent them from leaving their homes.
November 1; American Chemical Society
American Chemical Society Southeast Regional Meeting: Augusta, Georgia. 
Where: Augusta Marriot and Convention Center,
Address: 2 Tenth Street, Augusta, GA 30901
When: November 1-2, 2018.
November 1-2; NFB of New Jersey
NFB of New Jersey State Convention
Where: Renaissance Hotel, 515 US Highway 1 South, Iselin, NJ 08830. 
When: Thursday, November 1: 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM. Friday, November 2: 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM.
November 7; Access Technology Event, New York Public Library
Access Technology Event, Wednesday, November 7, 2018, 
Where: New York Public Library
Address: 476 5th Ave, New York, NY 10018. 
When: Noon to 5:00 PM.
November 9; NFB of Maryland
NFB of Maryland, Ocean City, Maryland. 
Where: Carousel Resort Hotel
Address: 11700 Coastal Highway, 118th Street at the Ocean, Ocean City, MD 21842.
When: November 9.
Technical Tips
     The following technical tips are offered in hopes they may be of use. Due to the many possible variations in PCs and equipment, Independence Science cannot be responsible for any undesirable outcomes. 
1. For many of us, a classic Perkins brailler is still an essential tool. If you need to get yours repaired, here is a link to a list of brailler repair services: https://nfb.org/braillewriter-repair-resource-list.
2. Warning! Independence Science strongly advises all iS current and future customers to not upgrade the operating system on their Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest 2 device without being notified by Independence Science. There are other versions of operating systems that are not compatible with the text-to-speech features of Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest. Therefore, we strongly advise all ISci customers to not upgrade the OS on your device without prior notification. Failure to do so will likely disable the text-to-speech on your device.
     Please send comments and suggestions to me at: rjaquiss@IndependenceScience.com.

