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From the Editor

     Happy July! Summer is here. The staff at Independence Science hope our readers are keeping safe.
This month’s announcements:

· Please note our new postal address (See above).

· Convention specials and Virtual exhibit at the virtual National Federation of the Blind convention.

· New! Apparel line

· New! Independence Science Instagram

· New! Accessible periodic table, supported by the American Chemical Society

· New and improved! Independence Science website

· ISLAND 2020 conference, sponsored in part by the Princeton Center for Complex Materials (PCCM). Its virtual this year and its free!
· Live webinars from Independence Science

· Consulting Services

· We want your feedback on our products 

· Buy four Talking LabQuests and get the fifth one free.

· National Federation of the Blind scholarship support, Class of 2020

· A Positive Experience; by Amelia Palmer

· Jokes of the month
· External Announcements

· Accessible COVID-19 statistics tracker
· Working with Zoom – Jaws scripts and free audio book
· Technical Tips

Convention Specials!

We are excited for our upcoming convention exhibit at the virtual National Federation of the Blind convention. We have some great new sales going on! Throughout the Convention you may get a Sci-Voice Talking LabQuest for 20% off when purchased by individuals between now and July 18, 2020. Please note, this discount is not combinable with other non-convention discounts.

In addition, our new T-shirts will be available for 1 for $20 or 2 for $30!
Want to show off your love for caffeine? Then the new Independence Science tactile caffeine LED plate is what you need! This is a handcrafted laser-etched tactile and legible braille labeled molecule of  caffeine on a 5 inch by 6 inch sheet of acrylic that comes with a LED light base, color changing remote, and may be run either by 3 double A batteries or by attaching the included USB cable to any USB power brick or even your computer. This stunning piece is perfect for a decorative showpiece to display your love of accessible science, to see to show students in your classroom, or even as a nightlight. Be one of the 1st to own this stunning piece debuting at Convention for $35. Order before July 18th to avoid the price increase.
Independence Science exhibiting virtually

Independence Science will be exhibiting virtually at the virtual convention of the National Federation of the Blind. We will use Zoom as our exhibiting platform. The Zoom ID is: 292 420 0829. No password is required. The link for the Independence Science exhibit room is here:

https://zoom.us/j/2924200829
New! Apparel Line

Independence Science is excited and proud to announce the launch of our STEM themed apparel line.  Check out our designs that feature science and educational concepts appropriate for all ages. Our standard shirts are offered with the design of your choice in a Forrest green color with print and braille. Don’t miss out on this invigorating way to show off chemistry. For more information, please visit our website.

New! Independence Science Social Media

Independence Science now has an Instagram page. In addition to our Twitter page we will be posting to Instagram about twice a week. We look forward to finding new content to share with our followers. You can find the links here:
https://twitter.com/IndSci
https://www.instagram.com/independence_science/?hl=en
New! Accessible Periodic Table
Independence Science is pleased to announce the release of our accessible periodic table. This effort was supported by the American Chemical Society (ACS) and is used as the official standard for the worldwide ACS National Chemistry Olympiad. The ACS is the largest membership organization of scientists in the world. It is a United States based non-profit dedicated to supporting the field of chemistry. The National Chemistry Olympiad competition is a multi-tiered chemistry competition from which the four best competitors go on to represent the United States in the annual International Chemistry Olympiad. We hope you can make use of this resource in your education and profession. Independence Science is proud to promote inclusion in the National Chemistry Olympiad by making a more inclusive periodic table for all participants. Find it here:
https://independencescience.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/ptable-final-V3.html
New and Improved! Independence Science Website

The Independence Science website is now updated and more dynamic than ever. Please check back often to see all the new additions that we are making frequently. If you have a suggestion on something you would like added to our website, please don’t hesitate to contact us at feedback@independencescience.com. We will make every effort to add your suggestion. We realize not all requests can be accommodated, however we would like you to know we appreciate your input and we look forward to continued communications with you in the months and years ahead.
ISLAND – Inclusion in Science Learning a New Direction 

Sponsored in part by the Princeton Center for Complex Materials (PCCM)
This year, the ISLAND conference is being sponsored in part by Princeton University’s Princeton Center for Complex Materials (PCCM). It is virtual and free. The Inclusion in Science Learning a New Direction (ISLAND) conference on disability in STEM provides a forum to address how persons with disabilities can be more fully integrated into the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) professions. This forum provides a space for professionals, students, researchers, access technology developers, parents, and service providers to meet and network with one another for this purpose. Persons with disabilities are often prohibited from full participation in the STEM subject areas due to misconceptions leading to lack of opportunities in STEM courses. Further, employers and advanced degree programs may be skeptical about the capabilities of a person with a disability and their ability to compete on equal terms with their non-disabled counterparts. Persons with disabilities have to problem solve to overcome their physical and/or cognitive limitations for their entire lives. Therefore, the more methodological and technological innovations that can be designed and disseminated in a forum such as the ISLAND conference serves to promote a community of practice for STEM educators to learn how a more inclusive and equitable STEM learning experience may be made possible.

Please attend the virtual 2020 ISLAND conference Saturday September 12. Registration is free.

We are looking forward to seeing you at the 11th annual ISLAND conference. For questions, please send an e-mail to the conference organizers at island@princeton.edu.

The ISLAND conference attendees seek to shift the paradigm of science access for all learners.

We are now accepting abstracts for presentations for the 2020 Island Conference. Abstracts must be received by July 15, 2020. Presenters will be notified by or before August 1, 2020. 

For more information about the ISLAND conference, submitting abstracts, and registration; Please go to the following: http://www.islandconference.org 

New! Live ISLAND Webinars
ISLAND webinars on LoggerPro and LabQuest have been uploaded to our website. Stay tuned for a LaTeX self-paced course. Find our webinars here:
https://independencescience.com/professional-development-2/
Consulting Services

Independence Science offers consulting services. We provide training on an individual or group basis for faculty teaching STEM classes to students who are blind or visually impaired. For more information, please contact Independence Science at consulting@independencescience.com
We Want Your Feedback on Our Products

Independence Science would like customer feedback on our products. What do you like, what works, what you want improved, and what new features would you like to see? We welcome any photographs or videos of how people enjoy using their LabQuest and their favorite activities. We want to make our products better and make your lives easier. Please send comments to feedback@independencescience.com. 

INDEPENDENCE SCIENCE EQUIPMENT SALE
BUY four GET one free Sci-Voice™ TALKING LABQUEST 2.0.

Give your students the gift of science accessibility technology with the Sci-Voice™ Talking LabQuest 2.0! An accessible tool for your science access needs. Contact us by phone at (866) 862-9665 or email at info@independencescience.com
National Federation of the Blind scholarship support, Class of 2020

Independence Science is proud to acknowledge the academic excellence of the National Federation of the Blind’s NFB scholarship class of 2020. Each member of the 2020 scholarship class is receiving a $1000 gift certificate towards the purchase of a new Sci-Voice™ Talking LabQuest2 package. It is with love that Independence Science is committed to promoting the inclusion of students with BLV into the STEM workforce by making its products more accessible to those who need them. Congratulations to the NFB scholarship class of 2020!
A Positive Experience
by

Amelia Palmer
My testimony is the position of one blind student. I recognize that what has worked for me may not work for all BLV students. However, I am sharing my positive experiences as a way to tell BLV students that they can also have positive experiences if they work hard and communicate with peers and teachers.

 As a blind electrical engineering major, I have had my fair share of laboratory experiences. While my story is still in the making, I wanted to share some of the factors that enabled me to have positive experiences in the lab.

As a student I have a right to laboratory experiences. The lab is where I can apply the knowledge that I learn in lecture. I believe that there is no substitute for the hands-on experience that a laboratory provides.

I find success in reading my lab manual in advance and attempting to memorize and understand the procedure. After this, I determine what tasks will be difficult or inaccessible with my current tools, and I brainstorm alternative ways of completing the identified tasks as independently as possible. I then coordinate with laboratory staff before the lab to make sure techniques can be accommodated during the lab. The more prepared we all are, the smoother the lab will likely run.

Good orientation and mobility (O & M) skills are crucial in the lab. Before I use a new lab space, I coordinate a tour with lab staff and learn the physical layout of the room as well as how supplies and equipment are organized. If things are inaccessible, now is when I address them.

Knowing where things are is vital to my independence in the lab. I like to label resistors, capacitors, and wires. 

I make sure the electronics and instruments I need to use in the lab are accessible. Independence Science sells the Talking LabQuest and JAWS Logger Pro Scripts which are accessible and frequently used in my lab. If there are other obstacles I face, Independence Science is willing to increase accessibility through their consultation services.

As a blind individual, I find it helpful to touch things. Some of the sensors and equipment I work with do not like the oils on my fingers. I find a pair of properly fitting rubber gloves to be very helpful in solving problems. 

I feel most empowered when I am the most participatory in the lab. This means setting an experiment up, collecting and analyzing data, and collaborating with my peers.

 

Jokes of the Month

1. If you're not part of the solution, you're part of the precipitate.
2. Organic chemistry is difficult. Those who study it have alkynes of trouble.
science behind the jokes:

1. A precipitate is any substance separated from a solution, this can take the form of solid objects or anything resulting in a chemical or physical change.
2. An alkyne is an unsaturated hydrocarbon containing at least one carbon—carbon triple bond. This is a play on words of all kinds of trouble.
External Announcements

The following announcements are STEM and education related.
Independence Science reprints this information as we receive it. We make no warranty as to the accuracy of these items although we will endeavor to only print legitimate items. We reserve the right to edit for space and clarity. We will also repeat some announcements such as scholarships etc. until the opportunities expire. Please note that scholarship programs have a number of requirements. Do not delay if you intend to apply.
Accessible COVID-19 Statistics Tracker

Tyler Littlefield has created an accessible site for tracking the COVID-19 virus. See the site: 
https://cvstats.net/
Technical Tips

     The following technical tips are offered in hopes they may be of use. Due to the many possible variations in PCs and equipment, Independence Science cannot be responsible for any undesirable outcomes. 

1. Warning! Independence Science strongly advises all ISci current and future customers not upgrade the operating system on their Sci-Voice™ Talking LabQuest 2 device without being notified by Independence Science. Some versions of operating systems that are not compatible with the text-to-speech features of Sci-Voice™ Talking LabQuest. Therefore, we strongly advise all ISci customers to not upgrade the OS on your device without prior notification. Failure to do so will likely disable the text-to-speech on your device.
     Please send comments and suggestions to me at: rjaquiss@independencescience.com.
Conclusion
We at Independence Science hope you stay safe and continue to enjoy our products and bring the lab home. If you have any other comments, suggestions, or feedback, we would love to hear it. Contact us at: feedback@indepencescience.com
