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Welcome to the Inaugural Nebraska STEM Access Conference!
The organizers of the 2026 NSA (Nebraska STEM Access) Conference welcome you to the first ever multi-stakeholder STEM access conference for people who are blind and low vision (BLV). 
NSA 2026 is a working meeting for the people who teach, support, employ, and raise blind and low-vision learners in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). It brings together post-secondary faculty and other professionals, K–12 teachers, pre-service teachers, teachers of students with visual impairments (TVIs), students who are blind-and-low-vision (BLV), and their families to The Cornhusker in Lincoln for three days of labs, seminars, and conversation.
The NSA Conference starts from a simple claim: BLV students belong in STEM. The work of this 3-day event is to show how that claim can be made a reality from lecture halls, to school labs, to the workplace.  The aim is practical: participants will leave with experiences and methods they can use: skills with talking sensors, tactile and audio data; podcast storytelling, laboratory designs where the BLV student independently collects data.  The same tools that meet a Title II or IEP obligation also make science more accessible for every learner in the room.
NSA 2026 is organized with Independence Science, an award-winning small business founded in 2009 by blind chemist and educator Dr. Cary Supalo. Based at Purdue University Research Park, the company specializes in STEM access for students with BLV. Its mission is to empower those students with hands-on science learning that uses modern methods and tools. The Independence Science team of blind research scientists and education consultants brings STEM expertise and lived experience of the barriers in these fields; they use both to mentor students and build communities of practice.
In the age of AI, STEM underpins economic prosperity, national security, health, and global competitiveness. For the United States to remain a leader, it will need to use the full STEM talent of the country, including students with BLV. This begins with an education that equips them for a STEM-rich workforce; yet many access barriers still leave those students unprepared, or underprepared, compared with their sighted peers. The Nebraska STEM Access Conference is a multi-stakeholder meeting seeking to shift this current reality. 
NSA 2026 runs Thursday, October 22 through Saturday, October 24 at The Cornhusker in Lincoln, with each day focused on one stakeholder group. Thursday is for faculty and support staff. Friday during the day is for K to 12 teachers and other blindness professionals. This book is for the Friday/ Saturday program, which is focused on students with BLV and their parents or legal guardians.
We hope you and your child enjoy the weekend, learn by doing, try the tools, ask questions, and leave excited by the possibilities! 


Schedule at a glance for Friday evening (Oct 23) and Saturday (Oct 24) 
Friday evening (all times in Central Daylight Time)
3:00 – 5:00 pm
Networking meet-and-greet and registration
Check in, pick up materials, and meet other families.
5:00 – 6:30 pm
Working dinner banquet with keynote, in the Hawthorne Room
Sit-down plated dinner with keynote(s) from leader(s) in STEM accessibility
6:15 – 7:45 pm
Registration desk reopens
Late check-in during Family STEM Night.
6:30 – 7:30 pm
Family STEM Night kickoff with Live Science Show, in the Hawthorne Room
Marshall Escamilla, Tumble Science Podcasts for Kids.
7:30 – 8:30 pm
Pick your adventure, in Arbor 1 Room and Arbor 2 Room
Choose: A) STEM arcades with Dr. Greg Williams; or B) Escape rooms with Dr. Ashley Neybert.
Saturday morning (all times in Central Daylight Time)
8:30 – 9:30 am
Registration, networking breakfast in Hawthorne Room, and hotel check-out
The desk is open again for anyone who did not check in on Friday.
9:30 – 10:30 am and 10:30 – 11:30 am
Student Workshops, in Arbor 1 Room and Arbor 2 Room
Choose: A) Accessible physics with Dr. Peter Walters; or B) Accessible chemistry with Dr. Cary Supalo. Each lab is offered twice, so a student can attend both.
11:00 am – 12:00 pm
Parent institute — advocating for your child in STEM, in Hawthorne Room
David DeNotaris, Sky’s the Limit Communications, and Eileen Rivera Ley, Blind Savvy USA.
12:00 – 1:00 pm
Working lunch and Putting Science to Work panel, in Hawthorne Room
Boxed lunch, with a panel of novice, early and mid-career blind scientists
1:00 pm
Dismissal and travel home. 



FRIDAY · OCTOBER 23
Family STEM Night
3:00 – 8:30 pm

Meet-and-Greet and Social Networking

followed by 
dinner and a live science show

then 
pick your adventure (escape room or arcades)



5:00 – 6:30 pm
Working Dinner with Keynote, in Hawthorne Room

This sit-down plated dinner opens the program for students and families. There will be a keynote from a STEM accessibility leader or leaders during the shared meal. Some K-12 colleagues may also be in attendance. 



6:30 – 7:30 pm
Live Science Show with Tumble Science Podcasts for Kids, in Hawthorne Room

Event Description
Marshall Escamilla brings the award-winning Tumble Science Podcasts for Kids live science show to Lincoln! Come listen to a story of real discovery scored to original music, learn how a scientist asks a question, tests it, and explains the result! Explaining science aloud is an important workplace skill, and essential in fields ranging from teaching to technical communication. BYOQ (bring your own question)! All are welcome and no prior podcast listening experience is required!

Event Facilitator Biography
Marshall Escamilla is co-founder, co-host, and composer of Tumble Science Podcast for Kids, the flagship show of Tumble Media. Tumble, which began in 2015, is a two-time winner of the AAAS/Kavli Science Journalism Award in the children’s science news category, a Common Sense selection, and a show recommended by the New York Times and other national outlets. He hosts the podcast with his wife, science journalist Lindsay Patterson, answering the questions children actually ask, from platypuses to black holes, and turns the answers into stories a family can listen to together. He writes and records the original music and sound for every episode.  A classroom teacher for 17 years, including years as a music teacher in Texas, Mr. Escamilla started podcasting full time in 2020. He holds a master’s degree in music education. He and Lindsay live in Massachusetts with their two sons.
. 


7:30 – 8:30 pm
STEM Arcades with Cadence, in Arbor 1 Room

Activity Description
Come and play dynamic tactile games! The Cadence tablet is a refreshable multi-line braille and tactile graphics display.  It can be used in the classroom and workplace for reading and writing braille, graphing functions and data, and viewing images and animations with your fingers.  But that also means that it is a great platform for dynamic tactile games. So wrap up your evening exploring the games that it has to offer, including mazes, word searches, snake, minesweeper, avoid (Frogger), and more. You can also challenge friends and family to a friendly game of tic tac toe or tablet tennis (Pong). All are welcome.

Activity Facilitator Biography
Dr. Greg Williams is a blind chemist with Independence Science. He has been blind since birth. He earned degrees in chemistry and mathematics from Indiana University, then a Ph.D. in computational chemistry from the University of Cambridge as a Gates Cambridge Scholar.  After the doctorate he taught high school and worked with youth and young adults. Since 2012 he has worked on science a blind student can do, not just hear described. This includes working with Independence Science to develop the  Sci-VoiceTM Talking LabQuest, so a blind or low-vision student can independently collect and analyze data without having to rely on a partner; and for the last four years, he has also been working with Tactile Engineering to develop the Cadence Tablet, a multi-line braille display. Dr. Williams consults with high schools, colleges, and universities on making STEM courses that are accessible for blind-or-low-vision students.  He also trains people on developing accessible websites.


7:30 – 8:30 pm
STEM Escape Room, in Arbor 2 Room 

Activity Description
Join a fun hands-on adventure to save the Helios Solar Research Lab from a temperature meltdown! You will work with locks, tactile puzzles, and logic clues to beat the timer, restore a robot, and save research dollars from going to waste from an overheating event, as you play the part of a young group of research scientists left in charge of the laboratory.  All are welcome! The first eight participants to sign up will experience the play mode.  Any additional signups will be placed on a waiting list should a chosen team need backup; they are welcome to watch in the interim.

Activity Facilitator Biography
Dr. Ashley Neybert currently leads the curriculum team at Independence Science, where she leads a team of blind scientist experts in designing accessible science curricula for a quality hands-on science learning experience that promotes interest in STEM by BLV learners.  She has a passion for chemistry, biology, and other physical sciences.  She holds a Ph.D. in education from Oregon State University, and has presented her work at several professional conferences, and published her work in a number oof science education journals  She also consults on inclusive practice beyond blindness, including autism and physical disability. 
 



SATURDAY · OCTOBER 24
Supporting the BLV Student in STEM
8:30 am – 1:00 pm

Start with 
a networking breakfast

then
Students Workshops, each offered twice (accessible physics with Dr. Peter Walters, or accessible chemistry with Dr. Cary Supalo).

Running in parallel is
Parent Institute on Advocating for your Child in STEM,

followed by
a working lunch with Putting Science to Work panel,

then dismissal.



8:30 – 9:30 am
Networking Breakfast, in Hawthorne Room

This buffet-style breakfast opens the Saturday program for students and families. There will be introductions including an overview of the day, and opportunities to ask questions of peers and presenters.  


9:30 – 10:30 am, then 10:30 – 11:30 am
Accessible Physics, in Arbor 1 Room

Workshop Description
Join Dr. Peter Walters, a blind high-energy particle physicist, for an accessible exploration of physics experiments using the Sci-VoiceTM Talking LabQuest technology. Blind-and-low-vision student participants will experience the engineering design cycle and explore forces in a bridge as they set up trials to test structures, take measurements with audio feedback and tactile data, collect run data, and defend their conclusion.  

Workshop Facilitator Biography
Dr. Peter Walters earned his Ph.D. in high-energy nuclear physics from the University of Rochester. He also holds an M.S. in applied mathematics and data analytics from Manhattan University, and a B.S. in computational physics and mathematics from Saint Bonaventure University. He is a science consultant with Independence Science. In addition to his work as a research scientist and an educator; Peter has also worked in venture capital, and authored research articles on technical developments in the commercial space industry.  Dr. Walters lost his eyesight as a teenager and has used assistive technology and accommodations at school, at work, and at home for the past 30 years. He lives in the Bronx with his wife and children.






9:30 – 10:30 am, then 10:30 – 11:30 am
Accessible Chemistry, in Arbor 2 Room

Workshop Description
Join Dr. Cary Supalo, blind chemist, for an accessible exploration of chemistry in daily life. Blind-and-low-vision participants will conduct foundational chemistry experiments using the Sci-VoiceTM Talking LabQuest.  They will set up trials, learn and apply chemistry concepts such as neutralization, acid and base concentrations, follow acid and base reactions through data that talks back, and defend their conclusion!

Workshop Facilitator Biography
Dr. Cary Supalo is a blind chemist and the founder of Independence Science. Totally blind since age seven, he earned a Ph.D. in chemistry and an MBA from Pennsylvania State University, after his undergraduate at Purdue University. Dr. Supalo founded Independence Science in 2009 to make independent hands-on STEM learning possible for BLV students.   He has served as principal investigator, consultant, and advisor on several federal grant-funded research projects. He has also worked as a faculty member and, most recently, as a research developer at the Educational Testing Service, where his work focused on making high-stakes assessments accessible for the BLV.  Cary believes students learn by doing. His work focuses on what the highly visual fields of STEM mean for those who cannot see. The tools his company builds focus on independent access to and engagement with this vision-centric STEM enterprise by the BLV. 




11:00 am – 12:00 pm
Advocating for Your Child in STEM, in Hawthorne Room

Workshop Description
How can you, the parent or guardian, support your blind child or student, in STEM? How can STEM access be written into the IEP? In this institute co-lead by David DeNotaris and Eileen Rivera Ley, engage in a dialogue to work through practical strategies for home and school, including how to write STEM access into the IEP so it is required not hoped for, and concrete steps to address a current or future IEP goal or STEM class. 

Workshop Facilitator Biography(ies)
David DeNotaris is a nationally known author, leader in employment and disability inclusion, and speaker. Born with retinitis pigmentosa, and becoming totally blind at 19, David led statewide vocational rehabilitation agencies in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, including the Pennsylvania Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, with staffs of more than 1,000 and budgets above $200 million, helping thousands of people with disabilities reach school and work.  He is a sought-after speaker and the author of Feeling Your Way Through Life. His work is practical and high-energy: confidence, advocacy, and the belief that it is respectable to be blind.  His honors include multiple world and national powerlifting titles and Outstanding Speaker of the Year from the National Speakers Association’s New York City chapter.  Mr. DeNotaris holds a B.A. in speech communication from East Stroudsburg University and an M.A. in administration, supervision, leadership, training, and development from Montclair State University. 

Eileen Rivera Ley, MBA is a nationally respected leader in disability inclusion. As the founder of Blind Savvy USA, she designs and delivers innovative programs that empower people with disabilities to build confidence, strengthen advocacy skills, and achieve career success. Her signature initiatives—including Blind Savvy Strengths™, Advocating for Your Financial Future™, and Low Vision Logic™—are widely recognized for their practical, common‑sense approach to working with blindness and low vision.  Legally blind since birth, Ms. Ley holds a BA in Economics from Harvard College and an MBA in Healthcare Management from the Wharton School of Business. She is a sought‑after speaker and her leadership has earned numerous honors, including the Blind Leader of the Year Award from the National Federation of the Blind of Puerto Rico.  She serves on several boards and committees dedicated to advancing equity, literacy, and employment for people with disabilities. 


12:00 – 1:00 pm
Working Lunch with Putting Science to Work Panel, in the Hawthorne Room

This boxed-lunch closes the Saturday program and the NSA 2026 conference. The speakers on the Putting Science to Work panel will discuss the keys to their success in STEM from education to the workforce. Come prepared to ask questions of the presenters!  


Thank you, from the organizing team
The NSA conference organizing team is grateful to every presenter who agreed to put tools in people’s hands, and to every participant who traveled to Lincoln to use them. Thank you to The Cornhusker for hosting us with care, and to the access staff and volunteers whose quiet work kept the days running and the doors open.
We extend our warm thanks to Nebraska Public Media for documenting this conference on STEM access for people who are blind and low vision. Their record will let the work of these three days travel farther than the people who were in the room.
A special thank you goes to the blind and low-vision scientists on the program:  your work is living proof that the BLV belong in STEM, and that the next generation can follow.
We also thank Independence Science for building this conference from the ground up, the Nebraska Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired for sponsoring it and making the gathering possible, and Sky’s the Limit Communications and Blind Savvy USA for the logistical support. 
It is all our synergies that have made this event possible. We hope you leave with one method, one tool, or one conversation you will use. Thank you for being here.

The NSA Conference Organizing Team
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